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Astoria Library Board Meeting 
Astoria Public Library 

April 28, 2015 
5:30 pm. 

 
 
Present: Library Board members Kate Summers, David Oser, and Kimberley Chaput. Staff Library Director 

Jane Tucker, Meghann Lynch and Patty Skinner. Chris Womack arrived at 5:33 pm.   
 
Excused: Susan Stein 
 
Absent: None 
 
Call to Order:  Chair Kate Summers called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  The agenda was approved as presented.  
 
Welcome New Board Member:  Chair Summers welcomed Susan Stein, who would introduce herself at the 
next meeting. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The minutes of March 24, 2015 were approved as presented. 
 
Renovation Update: 
 
 Item 5(a): Foundation Update 
 
David Oser noted no update was available for the Foundation. He confirmed the 501(c)(3) status for the 
Foundation had been established. 
 
Chair Summers volunteered to create a Facebook page for the Foundation to capitalize on the positive aspects 
of the Foundation’s work. She noted there were several discussions on Facebook about the library. The Board 
and Staff discussed how the Foundation’s Facebook page would be used to promote the capital campaign and 
other aspects of the library building project. 
 
 Item 5(b): Renovation Committee Update 
 
Director Tucker reported that during the City Council work session on April 20

th
, City Council decided to explore 

a new library building at Heritage Square. Council directed Staff to explore how a new building at Heritage 
Square would affect parking, the Sunday Market, Downtown, the veteran’s building, and what would be done 
with the existing library building. Council wanted to consider a proposed a mixed-use public/private 
development that may contain work force housing and/or commercial in addition to the library. 
 
 Item 5(c): Staff Reports 
 
Director Tucker reported that public feedback has been positive and many people have come in to the library to 
ask questions. The Save the Astoria Library’s Facebook page had published some misinformation. In 
response, Staff sent out email blasts encouraging people to contact the library directly for accurate and up to 
date information.  
 
Director Tucker and City Manager Estes developed potential site selection criteria for the library project. This 
criteria would be used to compare possible locations against one standard. Staff presented the criteria at the 
City Council work session.  
 

Item 5(d): Board Reports   
 
David Oser reported on his meeting with Steve Forrester of The Daily Astorian, who wanted to know how the 
Library Board felt about City Council’s decision to consider a new building at Heritage Square. He told Mr. 
Forrester he was excited about the decision.  
 

Item 5(e): Reports of Community Presentations 
No reports. 
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Library Director’s Report:   
 
Director Tucker reported that the Libraries ROCC IGA had been signed by all three cities and went into effect 
on May 1

st
.  The libraries are fundraising for ROCC and the Seaside Chamber of Commerce will host a trivia 

tournament to raise money. The Seaside Chamber plans to host the event annually and hopes to raise $10,000 
per event. 
 
Budget Committee meetings would be held on April 28th, 29th, and possibly April 30th.  
 
The Board and Staff briefly discussed the pros and cons of videotaping and live streaming the audio of public 
meetings in Astoria. City Council meetings and work sessions are already being broadcast on KMUN. 
 
The meet and greet for Community Development Director applicants would be held on May 5

th 
 at the Barbey 

Center from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Director Tucker has encouraged members of the Revitalization Committee to 
attend. 
 
Update on ALFA Activities: 
Director Tucker reported that ALFA’s next meeting is scheduled in June 2015. ALFA is concentrating on 
immediate needs, such as the summer reading program. 
 
New Business:  
 
 Item 8(a): Staff Report on Oregon Library Conference 
 
Patty Skinner, who focuses on services to children and families, gave a brief overview of the annual 
conference. The conference offers many resources, which she believes is the most valuable aspect of the 
event. Most of the presenters are from regional systems with a large staff, a large budget, and people who 
specialize in particular areas. She is always impressed to learn these presenters face the same problems and 
challenges as the Astoria Library. 
 
She attended a session on the changes made to the Ready to Read grant, which has provided Astoria with 
about $1,000 for more than 16 years. The changes are in reaction to the new curriculum standards for 
kindergarten through 12

th
 grade students. The grant is allowing funds to be used for more aspects of children’s 

services. 
 
Meghann Lynch said she was impressed by the wide variety of topics that were addressed at the conference. It 
was challenging to decide which sessions to attend. She attended sessions on social media, marketing library 
services, and the future of Oregon libraries.  The Library Board and Staff discussed several social media sites 
and how the library could use each one. 
 
Old Business:  There was none. 
 
Public Comments:  There were none. 
 
Items for Next Meeting’s Agenda:  

 
Chair Summers noted the results of the Budget Committee meetings would likely be a discussion item. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:12 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jane Tucker, Director 

 
 


